
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

President’s Message 

Dear WHACTE Members, 

 

The fall has zipped by me with 

alarming speed. It wasn’t long ago 

that the holiday break seemed eons 

away. In addition to the end of fall, it 

is the end of my tenure as president 

of WHACTE. Cathy Roth will take 

over the reins in January, and I will 

move into a supporting role for her.  

 

My years with WHACTE have seen 

the organization grow from 78 

members to over 500, then settle in 

at an average around 300. We are 

one of the largest local affiliates in 

the NCTE organization. We have 

streamlined the board meetings to be 

more efficient and productive. We 

started a spring conference tradition 

that I hope will last. I say “we” very 

purposefully. The growth and 

refinement of this organization is the 

result of committed, passionate, 

consistent leadership from every 

member of the board. My 

heartfelt thanks goes out to them. 

They welcomed me to the “big 

kids’ table” and made me feel like 

I belonged there. 

 

I have learned something in this 

journey from shy, quiet board 

member to leadership to 

supporting role. When teaching 

tires us out, when we are burning 

out, when we are weary, we need 

to gather together. We need to 

share our ideas, our frustrations, 

our successes, and our failures. 

We need to inspire each other. 

Our certifications and our degrees 

were the beginning, but there is 

never a moment when the task is 

done. Teaching is learning. One 

of my new favorite quotes is from 

a former principal at O’Donnell 

Middle School in Alief. In an 

interview for Channel 13 News, 

she said, “Being a teacher doesn’t 

mean you have the answers; it 

means ou have all the questions.”  

 

I encourage you all to get 

involved—in WHACTE, in 

TCTELA, in NCTE, in anything 

where teachers gather to talk 

shop. Be the change you wish to 

see in the profession. 

 

Kristen Stapp Nance 
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Who in his or her right mind would get up at the crack of dawn and head to a Saturday breakfast meeting 

with fellow Language Arts Teachers? WHACTE members, that’s who!! 

Yes, almost 200 teachers from all over the Houston area gathered at the Sugar Land Marriott on 

Saturday, September 24th, to hear Jeff Anderson, a fellow educator and Abydos trainer, speak to a 

packed ballroom of teachers who wanted to learn about  REVISION DECISIONS.  

Jeff modeled a great lesson using two of his works: 

Revision Decisions: Talking Through Sentences and Beyond by Jeff and Deborah Dean 

 This practical writing guide walks teachers through the revision process using the acronym 

 D- Delete- unnecessary and repeated words 

 R- Rearrange- words, phrases, or clauses 

 A- Add connectors 

 F-  Form new verb endings 

 T- Talk it out 

Zack Delacruz JUST MY LUCK- Jeff’s 2nd hilarious book is about an awkward middle 

schooler who has a rough start, as do many of our students. “Will Zack overcome middle 

school mayhem and win his lady love?”  Fun read-aloud! 

Jeff walked us through the revision process using snippets of his new novel to demonstrate how to 

‘DRAFT’ our own creations. He helped us realize that attempting the revision process doesn’t have to be 

scary or drudgery (at ANY age). It can be creative and FUN! 

After a hearty breakfast, we elected a new slate of officers to the WHACTE board by unanimous 

decision and welcomed in a president, Catherine Roth who has worked very hard the last few years 

planning our great programs for the fall and spring. 

As soon as we were adjourned teachers ran to Heinemann for Jeff’s super teacher resources and to Blue 

Willow for his first and hot-off-the- press Zack Delacruz novels.  

Thanks to all of the publishers who were available for browsing before and after the meeting  

We look forward to WHACTE’s next gathering which will be a READING/WRITING CONNECTION 

workshop on January 28th at Cinco Ranch Junior High. Look for details SOON! 

 

Marilyn Melton is an educator with The Village School. 

WHACTE Fall Breakfast Highlights by Marilyn Melton  
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Teachers face many challenges because of the diverse range of literacy levels amongst their students. In 

addition to using a variety of scaffolds, teachers must often locate high-quality texts at a variety of 

reading levels.  

  

In a typical 10th-grade English classroom, for example, reading levels often range from students who are 

reading on a 6th grade level to students who are reading at a post-thigh school level. Fortunately, there is 

a readily available resource that, with a click of a mouse, provides passages at differentiated Lexile’s. 

  

A site I use often is http://tweentribune.com/, which allows the viewer to select an article and then 

customize at a range of Lexile levels. This is especially helpful when differentiating for ELLs, but can 

also be helpful for struggling readers. One pedagogy tip to keep in mind when using differentiated text is 

to use the more complex text during the modeling phase because the instructional-level text is teacher 

supported, which facilitates comprehension and fluency.  

  

Happy differentiating! 

  

  

Gary Loss is an educator with Region 4 Educational Service Center. 
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Kristi Thamelitz assembled a great database on links to online educational tools.  In fact, there are so 

many great resources we cannot print them all here!   

To access this list, go to this url: 

http://tinyurl.com/z4grvbs 

 

 

Kristi Thaemlitz is an educator with Region 4 Educational Service Center. 
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Supporting Learning through Digital Applications by Kristi Thaemlitz 

http://tinyurl.com/z4grvbs


First Year Teacher, 

You are expected to suck a little in your first year, come to terms with this, and learn as much as 

you can in the meantime. This may be the only opportunity you get to work with a mentor –perhaps one 

assigned to you or the innocent teacher you have latched onto for dear life (if you haven’t done so I 

strongly suggest that you do).  

This may be the only time you can truly say you didn’t know-you didn’t know you had to 

administer TELPAS writing, or that you are supposed to walk your middle school students to lunch. 

Proclaim that innocence, and let it become experience and wisdom.  

We all come into this profession knowing we will change the world, and we do, but not on the 

first day. Our superpowers are shaped over the year and come in the most unlikely of places-sometimes 

a hug that shows a student we care, or a brilliant lesson plan we create at 1 A.M. Everything we do, all 

the attempts along the way (both good and bad), will make you a better teacher even if it’s “what not to 

do”. Don’t be afraid to try new things, this year is one big experiment. As Ms. Frizzle says, “Take 

chances, make mistakes and get messy.”  

Use your newfound power to collaborate, find teachers, professional development, even books to 

help you along the way.  There is no shame in learning, we are all students of life. Teach yourself to be a 

teacher, learn from your environment and others.  

You will have more emotions in this first year then many of your life events combined-

marriages, children, and even loss. Teaching is a union between you and your students, a commitment, 

even if at times we might want a divorce. We develop separation anxiety when we are away too long 

(maybe not with all our students), and we struggle to maintain our personal lives when our unions ask so 

much of us. Teaching students, raising our “babies”, we spend nine months growing them and breathing 

life into them. We use our final month to push them into the world, brimming with potential. You have 

potential, just like them. What can you do today to make a difference?  

Revel in this newness with your students, and walk their road in this journey of learning-show 

them it’s okay to ask questions, to seek answers, and pick others’ brains. This is the only year you will 

truly feel as your students do-that nervous anticipation for what lies ahead. Both teacher and student in 

the classroom-brand new.   

Sincerely, 

            Old New Teacher 

 

 

 

Katie McKellar is a 9th grade ELA teacher at Dulles High School in Fort Bend ISD. 

A Letter to a First Year Teacher by Katie McKellar 
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 In my language arts methods class, students—pre-service teachers—engage in a semester-long 

multi-genre writing project.  The project is based upon the work of Tom Romano (2004), building upon 

his mantra of “The best writing teachers are writers” (p. 23).  True to the spirit of multi-genre writing, 

the choices of topics and genres rest with the students.   

 This semester, two of my students delved into the idea that impactful teaching is rooted within 

one’s past experiences.  Instead of couching past negativities within an apologetic or ashamed stance, 

prior educational encounters and life lessons can deeply inform one’s teaching practice.  In this first 

piece, a personal narrative, the first author, April, explores how her parents’ divorce derailed her 

school-based trajectory, and she describes how her past frustrations have empowered her to be the 

teacher she needed so many years ago.   

Becoming Who I Needed When I Was Younger (Apr il) 

I’m a thirty-year-old, stay-at-home mom of two.  Most people don’t understand my need or 

desire to continue my educational path and journey into becoming a working mother.  My friends always 

tell me how “lucky I am” or how they “wish they could stay home or just decide to go to school full 

time.”  While I am very blessed and thankful for everything we have and my ability to live comfortably 

while taking care of my children, I do feel that my calling is different.  This is not a pay check, yearly 

salary, insurance, retirement plan, or anything else.  This passion comes from my heart, my soul, my 

past.  

 I had always been a star student—honor roll, perfect attendance, and tons of friends—until the 

last day of my 6th grade year when my parents slammed it to us.  They were getting a divorce.  We were 

moving. Period.  There was no time for arguments!  Our bags had been packed; our new home had been 

picked.  Supposedly, it was “better” and “easier” this way.  Apparently, the summer would give us kids 

time to adjust and “make new friends.”  Long story short, the fairy tale didn’t go as planned.  No new 

From Middle-School Trials to Teaching Dreams by April Tully, Betsaida Island, and Diane M. Miller 
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friends were made, no adjustments happened, it wasn’t better, and it sure as hell wasn’t easier.   

Finally, summer was over, and it was time for the first day at my new school…my first ever day 

of middle school.  Months went by; I wasn’t the “favorite” student anymore.  I didn’t fit in with the 

“cool” kids; I didn’t even understand the curriculum.  My home life was miserable, my school life was 

miserable, and to make matters worse, the only thing the summer accomplished was adding more 

separation between my old friends and me.  What was a girl to do?  

I acted a fool.  A complete idiotic fool.  I acted like I had no home training and like I didn’t care 

who I was talking to or dealing with.  After a while, nobody cared to be around me, and my teachers 

didn’t even try to encourage me anymore.  I was alone and pissed.  This pattern just continued for the 

next five years of my so-called education.  All I wanted was someone to hug me, try to understand me, 

to talk to me, to know that my behavior was just a reflection of my anger and inability to cope with my 

life at home.  

I never want someone to feel the way that I did.  I never want a child or student to feel helpless 

and like nobody will listen and care for them.  It is our responsibility to be who we needed when we 

were younger, and I intend on making good on that promise.    

In this next selection, a short fictional piece, the second author, Betsaida, also makes a comment 

on the trials of being a sixth-grade girl who has seen all that is familiar and safe simply ripped away in 

a moment.  April saw her parents’ divorce as a negative turning point, whereas Betsaida bases 

“Alicia’s” experience on her personal journey toward positive growth.  Betsaida introduces us to a 

frightened immigrant who struggles with environmental, cultural, and language transitions during those 

tender, middle-school years.   

Melting Life (Betsaida) 

It didn’t seem real.  The day that seemed so far away was really here, and the emotions were 

taking over that night.  “No, no, no…  This is just a temporary thing.  It will be more like a vacation.  

From Middle-School Trials to Teaching Dreams by April Tully, Betsaida Island, and Diane M. Miller 
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We’re just going to go for a while and come back soon,” thought Alicia as she sat in the living room 

surrounded by crying family members.  Her parents had just told their entire family that they were 

moving to the United States.  

Some family members understood as they heard the news, but most of them were confused.  “Tu 

estas loco?” yelled Uncle Carlos as he went on and on about how they had everything they needed there.  

“You are crazy!” he said over and over.  

Alicia was still confused, but she felt some relief as she heard her uncle speak and say what she 

really wanted to say.  She really wanted to tell her father, “Yes, Papi!  You are crazy!  We have 

everything we need, Papi!  Please don’t take it away!”  But she knew she really couldn’t say anything.  

Kids aren’t supposed to speak up in adult matters.  Kids just listen and obey their elders, and under no 

circumstance should they interrupt adult conversations.  After long debates and lots of tears, it was time 

to go home for one last night in their beloved country. 

The next morning was moving day.  Alicia watched as men came in and out of her house taking 

some of their things, and she mourned as some of her belongings were given away to other people.  She 

went up to her room and laid on the floor, taking one last look at the familiar ceiling tiles as she fell 

asleep on the cold floor.  “Alicia! Alicia! It’s time to go!”  Her mother’s shouts jarred her awake.  Alicia 

got up and got ready for the trip to her new home.  

Time flew as they traveled to the United States, all of them nervous to see what it would be like.  

She looked at the weird-looking houses with brick walls, and she marveled at the streets, so different and 

so clean.  Her father screamed in the background, “Why are these cars going so slow!?!”  

As they got to their new house, Alicia could not believe her eyes.  “It’s huge!” she exclaimed.  

She got out of her car and ran through the house room by room, imagining which would be hers.  Later, 

she ran outside to see if there were any other kids her age around.  She could not see any kids or any 

people on the straight, lonely sidewalks.  She had just arrived at the most beautiful house they’ve ever 

From Middle-School Trials to Teaching Dreams by April Tully, Betsaida Island, and Diane M. Miller 
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had, but it still was not enough.  She missed her home, friends, neighbors, and people always walking 

around in the streets. 

The next week came fast, as did the first day of school.  Alicia was nervous and anxious to see 

what school in the United States would be like and what other sixth graders were like in this country.  

She was stunned when she first saw the school.  It was as big as some universities in her country.  Alicia 

tentatively stepped into her first class to find well-behaved students, but they looked at her differently 

and were hesitant to approach her.  She had never experienced that in her life.  She wondered what was 

going on.  At lunch, the other students would still stare at Alicia and talk to each other.   

After a few days in school, a girl suddenly approached her.  She asked her questions about where 

she was from and why she moved to this town.  Armed with Alicia’s responses, the girl went and told 

the other girls about Alicia.  Gradually, the other students started speaking to her. Alicia quickly learned 

that, although she spoke the same language as some of the other students, it was still hard to 

communicate. The students came from different countries, each contributing different dialects and terms 

that can complicate a 12-year-old’s life.  

One day as Alicia was walking through the halls and speaking to her new friends, she said a 

word that seemed so normal to her.  However, this “normal” word was no longer just any word.  It was 

now a word she would remember forever.  It was the word that landed her in the principal’s office for 

the first time in her life.  Alicia could hear her mother speaking to her principal, saying, “Why is she in 

trouble?  Pinche means hair clip in our country.”  Her mother pleaded with the irritated principal who 

was more than ready to discipline her child.  

Moments like these were many for Alicia, and moments like these made her yearn for her 

country, friends, and family.  These were the moments in which she would think back to the night that 

changed everything, to her uncle’s screams, and to the same burning question:  “Why?” But each 

moment made her stronger, more understanding, and more like them.  She strived to understand that she 

From Middle-School Trials to Teaching Dreams by April Tully, Betsaida Island, and Diane M. Miller 
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was surrounded by people who were struggling to find themselves, just like her, and in the process did 

not have the capacity to appreciate that even when we are different we still have a lot in common. 

 In this final piece, April offers a letter to a hypothetical future student.  She envisions the 

specific, authentic trials of so many students, but she also clarifies the role that past experiences can 

play in one’s preparation to be an effective teacher.  She highlights the importance of careful listening 

and perceptive observations in building relationships with students.  Moreover, her letter reveals the 

type of teacher who middle-school April and sixth-grade Betsaida needed so desperately.  Both April 

and Betsaida are well on their way to becoming excellent teachers, informed by their histories yet 

hopeful for the impacts they can make. 

An Open Letter to A Misunderstood Child (Apr il) 

Dear Sweet Child,  

You don’t know this, but I see you.  I know your struggles and have felt your pain.  I’m the 

person whom you would least expect to understand you, yet I’m the person who sees you almost every 

day.  I know about the time your dog died that morning before school when you watched him get hit by 

the car.  I remember the Friday your dad didn’t show up to get you for his weekend visit.  I can’t count 

how many times I have helped you do your homework before class because your parents were at the 

hospital with your cancer-stricken sister all night.  I can tell the mornings that you haven’t had breakfast; 

I can tell when you didn’t get a bath. Your eyes don’t tell lies, and I know the nights you didn’t sleep—

to tell you the truth, neither did I.   

You see, most nights I stay up preparing and figuring out ways I can help you…ways to heal me.  

I need you to understand that I am here for you, and I want to help you in any way that I can.  I try to 

understand your cries for help, your display of despair.  All too clearly, I can remember my own 

despairing tears.  I try to help you learn and grow and get through the struggles at home.  You’re not 

alone, and you don’t have to fight these battles inside your head.  Part of my job is to teach you, but my 
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heart wants to guide you.  When I tell you I understand, please know that it is true.  I have many 

students, but none just like you.   

Sincerely,  

Teachers Who Survived a Rough Start  

 

References 

 

Romano, T. (2004). The power of voice. Educational Leadership, 62(2), 20-23.  

 

 

April Tully, Betsaida Island, and Diane M. Miller are educators with The University of Houston—Downtown.   

All correspondence concerning this article should be directed to Diane M. Miller, Ph.D., 

petersond@uhd.edu.   
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Kent Williamson Scholarship for 

Experienced ELA Teachers 

 
Scholarship Rules and Entry Form 

Entry must be received via email by  
November 28, 2016 

 
Name: _______________________________________________________________ 

Address: _____________________________________________________________ 

Telephone Number:  _____________________Work Phone ____________________ 

Email Address: ________________________________________________________ 

School District: ________________________________________________________ 

Grade and Subjects you teach: ____________________________________________ 

 Kent D. Williamson, a former executive director of the National Council of 
Teachers of English, died June 7, 2015, at age 57 after a long illness. Under Williamson's 
leadership, NCTE helped start initiatives such as the online teacher resource 
hub ReadWriteThink and the widely celebrated National Day on Writing. Williamson also 
directed the National Center for Literacy Education, a partnership started in 2011 
between NCTE and more than two dozen groups aimed at supporting teachers of all 

disciplines with literacy instruction.  

WHACTE proudly offers this scholarship in memory of his service and commitment to English 
Language Arts instruction. 

 
THE GRANT: 

W.H.A.C.T.E. Board members will review the entry forms to choose a deserving recipient. 
The recipient will receive a $500.00 grant to be used for the project proposed in this application. 
The recipient will also receive a membership in W.H.A.C.T.E. through June 2017 

THE RULES: 
Must have taught 3 years or more in a W.H.A.C.T.E. district. 
Must teach in the area of Language Arts/English/Literature 

Recipient agrees to submit request for funds to W.H.A.C.T.E 

Recipient agrees to submit receipts to W.H.A.C.T.E. to validate appropriate use of funds. 
 
Kent Williamson once said, "We need to make joy, curiosity, and passion our standards." 

Reflect on his quote and think about why you are applying for this scholarship. 
 

Please complete the following to give the scholarship committee the opportunity to review your 
proposal. 

Kent Willamson Scholarship for Experience Teachers 
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I.   Provide a brief overview of your proposed project, desired outcomes and how the resources will 
affect the impact of the project. 

II.   Clearly state the objectives/goals for student learning, participation and growth or 
development. 

III.   What will be changed as a result of this project? How will you know? 

Completed entry forms will be emailed to:  kristen.stapp@fortbendisd.com. In the subject line of the 
email, please type KWilliamson Grant. 

Permission to Publish Name and Picture 

 
(Permission is not a requirement of eligibility to receive the grant, but it is required 

for WHACTE to be able to publish your name and picture if you do win.) 

 
I, _______________________________ give permission to WHACTE to publish 

my name and picture in their newsletter (The Elaborator) and on their website, www.whacte.org. 
 
To my knowledge, the above information is accurate. 
 
Applicant's Signature ___________________________________Date_______________ 

 

 

Kent Willamson Scholarship for Experience Teachers 
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THE WEST HOUSTON AREA COUNCIL OF TEACHERS OF ENGLISH 

Proudly Presents  

 

A Winter Workshop 

Reading and Writing Connections 

 

Saturday, January 28, 2016 

Cinco Ranch High School, Katy ISD 

23440 Cinco Ranch Blvd Katy, TX 77494 

 

8:00am – Registration & Continental Breakfast 

8:15-11:30—Breakout Sessions 

11:30-12:00-Closing Session 

 

   

Event Registration and Cost:   

Option 1: Register using the link below and pay $5.00 at the door with cash or check.  

https://goo.gl/forms/11h3APwaXiQ1CN132 

 

WHACTE Winter Workshop 
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Option 2: Register via snail mail, sending the payment and the form below to WHACTE at PO Box 

79083 Houston, TX 77279-9083 by January 25th. 

Cash or check only, please. No purchase orders accepted for this event. 

Four (4) hours of professional development will be awarded for attendance. 

 

Name: 

___________________________________________________________________________________     

HomeAddress: 

____________________________________________________________________________ 

City: ______________________ Zip: _______  

Home Phone: _______________________________________ 

School Name: _______________________________________________________________________  

District: ___________________________________________________________________________ 

Teaching Level: ____ Elem.____ Middle/Jr.____ High School____ College____ Admin. 

Position: _________________________________________________________________________ 

E-Mail: __________________________________________________________________________ 

WHACTE Winter Workshop 
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If you are interested in presenting at  the WHACTE Spring Event, please fill out this form and 

send to kristen.stapp@fortbendisd.com. 

 

WHACTE SPRING EVENT PROPOSAL 

 

TITLE OF SESSION: 

 

PRESENTER(S): 

 

TARGETED AUDIENCE: (Check all that apply) Elementary _____  MS_____    

HS_____ 

 

Reading_____  Writing_____  Technology_____ ELL_____  

 

Struggling Readers____  Struggling Writers_____  GT_____ 

 

STAAR Reading_____ STAAR Writing_____ STAAR SAR_____  

 

Other (please explain) _______________________________________________________________ 

 

COURSE DESCRIPTION: (Think of how you can “sell” your session; include the book that 

inspired the session and any learning outcomes for participants) 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

ROUGH DRAFT OF COURSE PLAN: (Think about how you will deliver the information. This is 

basically a lesson plan for grown-ups. No “sit-and-git!” What will participants do during the 

session?)  
 

WHACTE Spring Even Proposal 
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Houston ISD is excited to share Thinking Made Visible, a series of lessons filmed in HISD classrooms 

focusing on literacy.  Thinking Made Visible offers short videos and full lessons on balanced literacy 

teaching strategies. 

 

Take a look here: vimeopro.com/hisdpsd/ thinking-made-visible 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Stephen Winton is an educator with Houston ISD. 

 

 

 

Thinking Made Visible by Stephen Winton 

Page 17 Volume XVII, Issue 3 2016 

vimeopro.com/hisdpsd/%20thinking-made-visible

